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The Hiftorie 

Of all the Court and princes of my blood,, 

The hope and expectation of thy time 
Is ruin’d, and theioule of euery man 
Prophetically doe forethinke thy fall : 

Had l fo lauil h of my prefence beene. 

So common hatkncid m.the eyes ofmen. 

So ftale and chcape to vulgar companie. 

Opinion that did iielpe me to the crowne. 

Had itill k ept loy all to poflefsion. 

And left me in reputdeffe banifhment, 

A fellow of no marke norlikelihoode. 

By being feldome feene, / could not ftirre. 

But like a Comet, / was wondred at, 

T hat men w ould tell their children, T his is he : 
Others would fay,Where, which is'BulIingbrooki 
And then I ilolc all courtefie from heauen. 

And dreft my felfe in fuchhumilitie, 

That I did plucke allegeancc from mens hearts. 
Loud fliouts, and falutations from tlieir mouths, 
Euen mpreience ofthe crowned King. 

Thus did Tkecpe my perfon frelh and new. 

My prefence like ar’obepontificall, 

Ne’re feene, but wondred at, and fo my ftate 
Seldome,but fumptuous, (hewed like a feaff. 

And wan by rarenefle iuch folemnitie. 

The skipping King, he ambled vp and downe, 
With fliallow tellers, and rafli bauin wits, 

Soonc kindled, and foone burnt,cardcd his ftate. 
Mingled his royaluc with carping iboles, 

Had his great name prophaned with their fcornes. 
And gaue his countenance againft his name 
To laugh at gibing boy es,and lland the pulh 
Of euery beardlefle vaine comparatiue, 

G rew a companion to the common ftreetes, 

hnfeoft himfclfc to populantie. 

That being dayly {'wallowed by mens eyes, _ 
Tliey furfetced with liony, and began to loath 
>5'lie tafte of fweetenefle, whereof a hftle 


Tttiry the fourth. 

More then a little, is by much too much. 

So when he had occafion to be leene. 

He was, but as the Cuckow is in Iune, 

Heard, notregarded: feene, but with iuch eyes 
As ficke and blunted with communitie, 

Affoord no extraord inary gaze. 

Such as is bent on fun-like jVlaieLhe, 

When it ftiines feldome in admiring eyes, 

B ut rather drowzd, and hung their eye-Uds down. 
Slept in his face, and rendred iuch afpe£fc 
As cloudy men vfe to their aduer fanes, - • 

Being with his prefence glutted,gorgde, and tuU 0 
And in that very line, Harry, ftandelt thou. 

For, thou haft loft thy princely priuiledge, 

With vile participation. Not an eye, 

But is aweary of thy common fight, , 

Saue mine* which hath delired to fee thee more^ 
Which now doth that I would not haue it doe. 
Make blind it felfe with tooliih tendernefle. 

Pim, I jfhall hereafter , my thrice gracious Lord, 
Bemoremy felfe. King. For all the world, 

As thou art to this hourc, was Richard then. 
When I fromFrance fet foot at Rauenfpurgh, 

And euen as I was then, is Percy now: 

Now, by my icepter,and my fouleto boote. 

He hath more worthie intereft to the ftate. 

Then thou, .the lhadow of luccefsion. 

Fo r of no right, nor colour Ukc to right, 

He doth fill fields with harnefle in the R ealme, 
Turns head againft the Lyons armed lawes. 

And being no more in debt to y eeres,then thou. 
Leads ancient Lords, andreuerend Bifhops on 
To bloudie battailcs,and to bruifmg armies* 

What neuer dying honour hath he got, 

Againft renowmed Dowglas? Whole high deeds, 
Whofe hot incurfions, and great name in armes. 
Holds from all fouldiours, chiefe roaioritie. 

And militaric title capitall 
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